Dear Harold, 


October 30, 1971 


Thanks for your mailing of the 24-th. 

I had already written the enclosed letter to Jim L. when I saw your 
letters to Bud and Sprague re the x latest C & A fiasco. As you may guess 
from my letter, this is one of the rare times when I do not consider your 
indignation excessive. 

A. reason I did not mention for my not writing Dick is that since he was 
apparently passing on the opinion that I believed the warren ferns Commission, 
he probably wouldn't pay any attention to me anyhow. 

In my opinion, using work that was yours is the least of their sins. 

Sk You know that I am generally n a x a aa uneasy about proprietary claims to 
Archives stuff, (A.s I recall, I was the one that suggested you look for ward 
and Paul material in a specific Archives file.) Using your stuff is bad, 
certainly, but misinterpreting it is what would s bother me more. 

One amusing (?) sidelight - you have mssrs: have noticed that Dick 
talks about CD 1080, Isaacs /Murr ett , without drawing any unfounded and sensational 
conclusions. This is one of the still -withheld CD's I have; I sent Dick a 
copy some time ago. He did as I asked; that is, not xk kb± 3 ± aan a adi reveal 
that we have the CD. (This was because I didn't want to advertise the 
Archives' leakiness.) I guess that if he hadn't had the CD he would be sure 
that it was horribly?- significant. 

If I get the final version typed, i'll include my F of I requests to the 
CIA- and DJ. The former was planned as a result of the recent disclosures 
about the CIA. and the FBI; it may or may not get us anything but it will give 
them e something to think as about and doesn't let out anything sensitive. The 
report that the CIA. is expressing discreet interest in the assassination in Dallas 
came after I had finished this letter, and I decided to go ahead 
without changes; I hope they don’t take too much of an interest in me. 

Your 10/8 to "Jim* ', re Ed Butler: I expect that I could get a copy of JFK's 

speech to the IAPA. in 19&3 from one of various collections of Presidential 
Documents. If this is what he wants, confirm it to me and if you think it 
would be good for me to get in touch with him I will try to get a copy for him. 

I do not know the substance of his interest in Butler. You added a handwritten 
note on the carbon, "Reason for saying lids off ", with the last two words not 
legible; do I read it right - ssdifx and if so, what does that mean? That he 
may have included the names or people who were getting copies of his letter to 
Mrs . Butler on the original? 

The 4 requested September clippings ms enclosed, with list. 

On the Xerox copies of PM, i'll be glad to take care of copying and mailing,, 
assuming you can’t get a better price elsewhere. I would like you to find out 
just who wants copies, how many 1-on-l and how many 2-on-l, etc. I probably 
won't have time to read carefully or do any but the most superficial e£ editing; 

I urge you again to put the necessary time in yourself. 

You questioned my citing Hoover as the authority for the continuing FBI 
investigation. That is really sx a question for a lawyer. I'm confident, however, 
that the JD has what it can reasonably interpret as very broad investigative 
authority. The assassination wasn't a federal crime but all sorts of 
peripheral things were - violation of civil rights, sending a gun through the 
mail with intent to do bad things, and who kHEXH knows what else. You are 
probably right from a strict-constructionist viewpoint but I wouldn't harp on it. 

If the President has fexx power to order an investigation, can't he delegate this 
power to the JD, formally or otherwise? I'm just not impressed by the relevance 
of the argument; that 5 is probably* why I objected in the comments on PM. 

I had heard that the CTIA. was "priming" Vfecht , and that he had emphasized to 
them the importance of his being independent. So, don't assume that he is not 
aware of the pitfalls. I'm inclined to trust him, but once he releases his findings 
Sprague could find 17 bullet holes. Do you think I should write him? I have had 
very little contact with him and I decided not to write. 


Enel: CIA. F of I procedures, 32 FR 10759. 
cc: GRS , JNS 


Sincerely, 


A J. 



